Chasing Shadows:

= et

~ Smalltooth Sawfish (Pristis pec tmata);UnusuaI ‘_

—— — S el

Mortality-Event Field Response:

— B R

e

:.s-‘ =

e

\,Lukas=Heath'Andrew‘WooIey, Dylan Yakich ‘Jesse Secord, Lauren.LaphamNoah Relser,~Kr|stgr_1 -
ParsonsrTraws Lowke Arlel Tobln ‘Jack OIsomSamanth Hagedorn‘,'_'DanleIIe Morley;?Jacob Beretta

*A!"”*' == -
Ker”'L"‘Iqri and-_Cire-g;g Poulak|s~~ — =

-
i

~

Q 7,
¥ <

“e. L

“SNOD * FLO
L Ssion * 3311 (

£
7,




»

_ -+ Hotline Reports
P -
-+ Behavior
. = | m
> Efforts

h -5

©

i -

-

-

C Field Observatio|

-y

R

- e

Case Studies



024%andi2025

iy 7
- %

1297

repo

”:"h’h-«-

25 %

T 2
R TEE g, - S




Re

i Mo

fnammg

-
O S
.
Y



Mortality
O N
oY

Atlantic
Ocean

All

2024 Gulf of Mexico

&
2025

297 reports

lacksanyille

(65 mortalities)

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




80°40'W

Mortality
O N
oY

Jacksonville

ortand) Gulf of Mexico

Tampa

Map extent of
Everglades and
Florida Keys

Atlantic
Ocean

25 Kilometers
[




Mortality
O N
®Y

Atlantic
Ocean

Gulf of Mexico

Jan.

2024

2 reports

(1 mortality) Jacksanville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
)




82°w /% \ 81°W

(

Mortality

O N ‘

o ?@ Atlantic
~ Ocean

Gulf of Mexico
Feb.

2024

49 reports

(1 6 mortalitiQS) lacksonville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
(]




Mortality
O N
®Y

Atlantic
Ocean

Gulf of Mexico
Mar.

2024

78 reports

(1 5 mortalitieS) lacksooville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




Mortality
O N
®Y

Atlantic

Gulf of Mexico

Apr.

2024

64 reports

(1 5 mortalitieS) lacksooville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




Mortality
O N
®Y

Atlantic
Ocean

Gulf of Mexico

May

2024

19 reports

(5 mOfta"ties) Jacksonville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




Mortality
O N
®Y

Atlantic
Ocean

Gulf of Mexico

June

2024

12 reports

(4 mOfta"ties) Jacksonville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




Mortality
O N

Atlantic
Ocean

Gulf of Mexico

July

2024

2 reports

(0 mOfta"ties) Jacksonville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




Mortality
O N

?}l Atlantic
{ Ocean

Gulf of Mexico

Aug.

2024

2 reports

(0 mortalitieS) Jacksonville

Orlando

Tampa

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
]




Mortality
O N
®Y

Atlantic

A" Gulf of Mexico

2025

69 reports

(9 mOfta"ties) Jacksonville

Map extent of
Florida peninsula

100 Kilometers
[




Video W{t{l\c.v‘fkie









r “' !":l"

. £ ot

o
O

)al-(

R = —-

pe X ':v . o) -

~ \‘R'{\ 24 AU LT e o -
AN e !

> s - f i TR
Y e 9 *

lowi

3+

orts 1g:cold:fro
b AR o [ e

rep

)




Bystander in

e o

-"“

-

r’i_




.

Y IsIA

.







e P A S = —




Logistics]of:

. Necrop5|es in Port
Charlotte™



enforcement, FWC Marathon'l
charter captains ‘

. ; e RN 0to credit: Susie Shimamoto

&€



Photo credit: Skip Nielsen

-

“and difficult to access

‘ = 7 = ‘ .-77‘




F s e
l 78 Photo credit: Jason Osborne

. Often multlple mortalltles in one day
(g2 'Divide and conquer to respond to

multlple reports at once
i Often unable to reach fish in time
L
- :“’“ ~a b A ,;_)w.,r._.e'.,_" A4 0 A AJ\ \LAAAAAR,







Cudjoe Bay

* 3.9 m male

* First reported alive on
Feb. 25, 2024

* Reported alive again
on Mar. 2 and died
that day




Picnic Island

e 3.4 m female

* Found stranded off Big Pine
Key on Apr. 12, 2025

Tagged and released offshore
In deeper water

 Found next day at end of
canal on Ramrod Key back
~5 km inshore swimming in
circles
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FWC 326 reca

4.2 m female
Found stranded off

Key West in Feb. 2024
Tagged and released

Originally tagged July
2015 in Peace River at

1.0 m

Photo credit: FWC
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FWC 625 recap

* 3.1 m male

* Found dead in Feb.
2025 off Marathon

* Originally tagged in
Caloosahatchee River
in May 2021 at 1.4 m

« Based on acoustic data,
first time it left estuary

Photo credit: Jimmy Chandler
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FSU recap

4.2 m female

* Found dead in Feb. 2025 in
Everglades

 Originally tagged off Cedar
Key in June 2023 at 4.0 m

Gulf of Mexico
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Some cool stories thanks
to this collaboration!
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NOTHING LIKE A LITTLE AIR
SUPERIDRITY.
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Questions?

Lu kaS.Heath@mYFWC-com . 7 | I;hoto credit: FWC.'
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