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WHEREAS the common thresher (4lopias vulpinus) is economically valuable in U.S. commercial
and recreational fisheries, and also inherently vulnerable, relative to many other sharks;

WHEREAS common threshers are reported from shallow waters of the western North Atlantic
continental shelf in addition to offshore areas, despite being generally considered and managed as
“pelagic” sharks;

WHEREAS there are no formal stock assessments, international fishing limits, or species-specific
management measures for the western North Atlantic common thresher population;

WHEREAS trends of relative abundance for this population may have stabilized, current levels are
well below historic values and interactions in some fisheries are increasing;

WHEREAS a 2020 study' found that gill nets were responsible for 50% of the U.S. Atlantic common
thresher catch, 88% of which consisted of young-of-the-year, and raised concern that recent removals
may represent a significant loss in recruitment for the population;

WHEREAS more restrictive U.S. limits on other Atlantic shark species, particularly the recent ban
on shortfin makos, could lead to increased fishing pressure on common threshers;

WHEREAS the International Commission for Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) has no plans
to conduct a common thresher stock assessment; and

WHEREAS the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has the information, resources, and
responsibility to assess the health of the common thresher population, especially when promoting the
species as sustainable seafood;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the American Elasmobranch Society urges the U.S. NMFS to
prioritize an assessment of the western North Atlantic common thresher population as a key step to
ensuring sustainable fishing levels;
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